
 

 

 

Dear Families, 
 

Thank you so much for coming in for Parent Teacher 
conferences the past two weeks. It was wonderful to 
reconnect with families. The home school connection 
makes all the difference for your children.  
 

October was a busy month! The Menomonie Fire 
Department visited and presented on Fire Safety. We 
had our annual Fall Environmental Site visit. It was 
an absolutely gorgeous day. The students rotated 
with their “dens”. The dens are comprised of buddies from K-5. They were able to roast 
marshmallows, go on a nature hike, make a leaf creation, learn about animals that may live in the 
area, play a predator prey game as well as some mindful nature activities including binoculars and 
tweezers. A HUGE thank you to all the parents that volunteered. Our day went smoothly because of 
you! 
 

The Halloween Parade will take place at 2:30 on Tuesday October 31. Please join us in walking the 
parade route through town. You are welcome to take your child after the parade. Please check them 
out with their teacher.  
 

Please plan to join us at the annual Fall Festival, Friday November 3rd, from 5:30-8:00.  
 

Thank you for all you do for Downsville Elementary. 

Downsville 

tiger tales 
October   2017 

 



 
 

We are in search of games to practice 
mindfulness in our classrooms. If you 
have any of the following games that you 
would be willing to donate we would be 
so appreciative! 
 

Candyland 
Kerplunk 

Pick Up Sticks 
Chutes and Ladders 

Mr. Potato Head 
Sorry 

 

 

     

    

     

 

 

 

 

 

Important Up-Coming Dates: 

    

     Oct 26-27    “Bridging Brighter Smiles”  

       Dental Clinic 

              30 Vision/Hearing- 

Grades K, 1, 3, & 5 

    31 Halloween Parade – 2:30 P.M. 

               
   

   Nov.     2 Picture Retake Day! 

     3 FALL FESTIVAL   

   5:30 – 8:00 PM 

     9     Veteran’s Day Program! 

        10:30 a.m. 

   16 ARBY’s Night 4 – 7:00 p.m. 

    PTC Meeting  - 5:30 @ Arby’s 

      17 2nd Grade Field Trip  

      Chippewa Valley Museum 

   20 PTC Meeting – 5:30 p.m.  

  22 NO SCHOOL! Teacher  

        Professional Development 

              23 Thanksgiving – NO SCHOOL! 

              24 NO SCHOOL – VACATION. 

 

   Dec.     1 End of First Trimester 

                6 Report Cards go home 

              18 PTC Meeting – 5:30 p.m. 

              21 Winter Concert 

     Grade 3, 4, & 5 

 

 

 

Clothing Donation!! 

Our health room is in need of 
“generic” sweat pants  to have on 
hand when students need a change 
of clothing.  We have many sweat 
shirts and tops but are always short 
of pants. 

If your child has outgrown items and 
they are in good shape – we would 
appreciate the donation.  All sizes 
welcome!  (We need larger clothing 
on occasion!) 

Thank you! 

 

 



 

Hello 

My name is Lorna Amb and this is my first year as Educational Support 

Staff at Downsville Elementary. 

I moved from the Twin Cities to the Menomonie area a year ago, to be 

close to family.  I am a wife, a Mom of 4, a Nana of 8.   When I am not 

working at school you will find me spending time with my family, in my 

garden or at church. 

I am excited to be working with the children and transitioning from 

many years of a customer service role, to one where I can make a 

positive difference in a child’s life.    

 

 

Dear Downsville Families, 

 

    Halloween is Tuesday, October 31. The students will be participating in our annual 

parade through Downsville.  The parade will start at 2:30p.m.  A weather decision 

will be made by 2:15 if there is inclement weather.  If we have inclement weather 

the students will parade through the school and gym. 

  

Just a reminder that for our holiday costumes we ask that the children: 

  Are able to see clearly with their costume as they walk around 

 There are no weapons allowed with costumes at school 

 and please keep the “fear factor” down  (No blood or super scary outfits!) 

 

 



Counselor Connections 
Deb Hoage–School Counselor 

New role & New 

hours 
Last spring, the SDMA School Board 

approved an increase of 10% in School 

Counseling time for Downsville & Knapp 

schools. Also, the Board agreed to a 20 %  

Community Liaison role for the District.  

The extra counseling time and the 

community job was added to my position.  

(Talk about Bucket Filling)!! 
 

The School Counseling schedule: 

DOWNSVILLE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL:  

MONDAYS & WEDNESDAYS 7:45-3:45 pm 

 

KNAPP ELEMENTARY SCHOOL: 

TUESDAYS & THURSDAYS 8-4 pm 

 

DISTRICT COMMUNITY LIAISON: 

FRIDAYS 8-4pm 

 (Call school office for contact) 

I look forward to continuing as your  

School Counselor working together for our 

Downsville students and families,  

now with more time and connecting  

to more resources! 

 

Respectfully, 

Deb Hoage 

Giving tree program 

Downsville Elementary School along with 

local sponsors will offer a Giving Tree 

program for our school children. 

Information about participating in this 

program will be available mid-November.  

With parent or guardian permission to 

participate, a list of items such as clothing 

with sizes, toys, or other needs are turned in 

to the office, classroom teacher, or school 

counselor.  

Children’s age, gender, & gifts requested are 

written on a paper ornament and placed on 

a Giving tree.  School staff and Local 

sponsors take a name, buy the items, gift 

wrap, and return packages to the school 

counselor office. Families are contacted 

for pick up of gift wrapped items prior to 

Winter Holiday break. 

If you have any questions or need 

further information about the Giving 

Tree Program, please contact Deb 

Hoage-School Counselor. 

 

Winter Wear  

Open House 

Free winter outerwear 

 (hats, gloves, coats, boots, snowpants) 

 for infants, children, and adults.  

Wednesday, Nov. 1st 

From 4-7 pm 

C-3 Center, 1620 Stout Road, Menomonie, 

WI 

          Limited stock. First come,  first serve. 

 



 

“Bucket  Fill-osophy” 

Have your children come home saying they 

are a ‘bucket filler’ or that someone helped 

‘fill their bucket’?  

 

At the start of the school year through 

guidance class, K-5 students heard the story, 

‘Have you Filled a Bucket Today’ by Carol 

McCloud. The book explains that we all 

carry an invisible bucket that keeps our 

feelings about ourselves. When our buckets 

are full, we are happy; when they are empty, 

we are sad. It’s important to know that we 

can fill our own bucket and so can others. 

The best way to fill up our own bucket is by 

doing things to fill the buckets of others. 

This is the idea made clear in Carol 

McCloud’s book. 

 

The bucket filling message is one that every 

person can follow. There is a choice to be a 

bucket filler or a bucket dipper. The way to 

fill a bucket is to be kind to someone. A 

smile or a compliment is an excellent way to 

fill a bucket and it makes you happy, too. On 

the other hand, a person can dip into your 

bucket by name calling, pushing, or ignoring 

and then you feel sad.  If someone keeps 

dipping in your bucket you can put a lid 

over your bucket (such as ignoring them) 

and they cannot make you feel bad 

anymore.  It is important for children to 

report hurtful incidents to a teacher or 

another caring adult. If someone’s bucket is 

completely empty, then that is an 

emergency and we need to make sure that 

we fill their bucket right away. 

 

Throughout the year, we will be speaking 

with Downsville students and engaging 

them through classroom and school-wide 

activities to encourage bucket filling in and 

out of school.  

 

 

 

 

 

For more ideas or to receive a weekly 

newsletter you can visit the bucket fillers 

website at www.bucketfillers101.com 

 
We want everyone to feel welcome and 
appreciated at Downsville Elementary 
School! 
 
 

Have you filled someone’s  

bucket today? 
Bucket Filler Ways-A to Z List 

 

Ask if you€can help€   
Be a€bucket filler€  

Cheer€up a friend€   
Donate to a special€group€  
Excited to fill€buckets€  

Friends€have fun€ 
Give€a little€of your€time€  

Heroes look out€for€others€   
Invite€someone to join the€fun€  
Joyful when€you€give€a hug€  
Kindness brightens your€day€  

Listen when€people€talk€  
Make a bucket filling card€   

Notice€helpful things€  
Offer to€help€  

Practice daily€bucket filling€  
Quit€any€bucket dipping€   

Respect everyone€   
Smile€and see what happens€   
Tell your€family you love them€  

Use kind€words€   
Volunteer to€do some work€   
Watch out€for€bucket€dipping€  

EXtra-special€is a€friend€  
You€do your best€  

Zero you€can't€work out 
     

 

 

http://www.bucketfillers101.com/


 

 

Thanksgiving meals 
Open to the public: 

Thanksgiving Soup/Chili Supper: 

Wednesday, 11/22/17 5:30 pm  
at Cedarbrook Church, N6714 

470th St, Menomonie, 
715-231-5433. 

Thanksgiving Meal:  
Thurs. 11/23/17 from 11:30-1 pm  
at St. Joseph’s Parish, 910 Wilson 
Ave, Menomonie. 715-232-4922.   
Must register in advance.  
Free will offering appreciated. 
 

 

 

COAT CLOSET 

510 WINTER STREET BOYCEVILLE 
 

AVAILABLE TO ALL FAMILIES 

EVERY SATURDAY 

9AM-12PM 

OCT 14 - NOV 11, 2017  
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EACH FAMILY MEMBER CAN 

SELECT ONE ITEM EACH OF 

WINTER APPAREL 

(COATS, GLOVES, HATS, 

SNOW PANTS, BOOTS) 

FIRST COME, FIRST SERVE. 
 

 

   
 

 



     

                              



 



Veteran’s Day 2017 

Dear Families, 

The students and staff at Downsville would like to honor 
men and women who have served in the armed forces in 
our Veteran’s Day program on November 9th at 10:30am. 
 

If you have a parent, grandparent or other relative that has 
served and would like to submit a military photo that will be 
presented in the program please send to school by 
October 27th. If you sent in a photo last year, we still have 
your photo in the slide show. 
 

Please send the photo digitally to Mrs. Orf via E-mail or with your student in an envelope labeled 
with the following: 
 

 The student’s name 
 The relation/ or connection to the student 
 The name of who served  
 The branch they served in.  

 

We want to make sure the photo can be returned to your family. 
 

Thank you, 
 

Mrs. Orf 
Downsville Music Teacher 
elizabeth_orf@msd.k12.wi.us  

  

DOWNSVILLE ARBY’S NIGHT 
Thursday, November 16, 2017 

 
 

The Downsville PTC is sponsoring a fundraiser at ARBY’S on Thursday, November 16th , 
from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.  The PTC will receive 15% of all sales purchased by 
Downsville customers!  There will also be tip jar that our PTC will receive.   
 

Although students are not required to work – if students/parents are at Arby’s during this 
time and want to return stacked trays to the kitchen or wipe tables Arby’s will welcome 
their help.  A greeter at the door to mention Downsville Night would also be a plus! 
 
PTC will have a meeting that evening at Arby’s beginning at 5:30.  

 

                                                                           

mailto:elizabeth_orf@msd.k12.wi.us


 

*Student Council News* 

 

Wow!  What a great start to student council.  

We have been busy, busy, busy.   
 

            

             

            

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We want to 

congratulate 

the following 

students for 

being 

elected to 

our 2017-

2018 

Student 

Council 

Team.    

Remy Wayne 

Ellie Arndt 
Alyssa Polus 

Brayden Wolf 
Ellie Larrabee 

Autumn Kistner 
Jonathon Foslid 

Jackson 
Pfeilsticker 
Reagan 
Singerhouse 

Kenny Fry 

Kalyn Fisher 
Mason 
Pfeilsticker 
Andrew Hoff 

Lucie Arndt 

Kaitlyn Cornellier 

Thanks to all 

students who took 

the time and 

effort to run. 

 

 

 

 

With 

Leadership In 

Mind… 

~Mrs. Gully & 

Mrs. Holcomb 

 



              

 

 

Mrs. Fiege’s 

Kinder Kids 

Newsletter 

October 2017 

Reader’s Workshop 

Everyday we have Reader’s Workshop.  In our first unit, we are 

learning that we are readers!  We are reading environmental 

print, studying books, noticing the parts of a book, and 

rereading/retelling old favorites.  We get to read privately and 

with partners everyday! 

Writer’s Workshop 

We have Writer’s Workshop too.  We are 

drawing and writing about things that we are 

experts at.  We are learning that good writers 

add pictures and words to their books.  Good 

writers add lots of details so the reader 

understands what we are writing about.  We 

love to make books and teach about all the 

things we know about. 

Buddies 

We are buddies with the 5th grade class.  Each of us has a 5th 

grader that is our special buddy.  We meet every other week to 

do all kinds of projects.  Our buddies help us a lot!   

 

 

WIN (what I need) 

Everyday we have WIN time.  During this time, 

no new instruction is taught.  We practice things 

that have been taught to us.  During this time, 

we are not all working on the same thing.  We 

are practicing skills and concepts that we 

need.  Sometimes we work on Reading skills 

and sometimes we work on Math. 

Free Choice 

Everyday we have free choice time.  During this time, we get to 

play and explore with things we are learning about in the 

classroom.  Recently, we learned about fire safety.  We loved 

making fire helmets, and acting out being firefighters. 

Specialist Time 

We have many special teachers at Downsville 

School.  Mrs. Steinkraus teaches us Art, Mrs. 

Orf teaches us Music and Mr. Stancheck 

teaches us Phy. Ed.  We also get to see Miss 

Becker in the library and Mrs. Hoage, our 

counselor, for Guidance every week.  

 
 

 

 

  



Fire Safety in First 

Grade!!!! 

 

 

Fireman Kyle from the Chippewa Falls 

Volunteer Fire Department visited our 

classroom to teach us about fire safety and 

his fire equipment.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



When Autumn Falls… 

We used 2 senses  
to be Mindful  

of our surroundings.   
 

Reflections done by 2nd grade thinkers! 

We see… 
Mrs. Holcomb-dried up milkweed 
Leah-leaves 
Ellie-leaves falling down from trees 
Judah-leaves 
Camron-cars on the highway 
Jadyn-spiders 
Evelyn-eight more days till Halloween 
Cashton-trees without leaves 
Nora-Halloween costumes at the store 
Matthew-deer hunters 
Bryan-wooly bear caterpillars 
Remy-football 
Via-hot chocolate 
Jack-piles of acorns 
Kloie-rainbows 
Alyssa-different colors of leaves 
Holly-piles of leaves 
Vincent-combines 
Chloe-worms underneath rocks 

We hear… 
Mrs. Holcomb-football 
Leah-birds chirping 
Ellie-deer at my campground 
Judah-birds 
Camron-cars down the highway 
Jadyn-people playing outside 
Evelyn-parents talking about Halloween 
plans 
Cashton- leaves crunching 
Nora-bats 
Matthew-cat meowing 
Bryan-bats in my shed 
Remy-combine 
Via-chickens pecking 
Jack-Halloween decorations that say 
woooo…. 
Kloie-dogs barking 
Alyssa-dogs stepping on leaves 
Holly-dog chasing my little cat 
Vincent-cows mooing 
Chloe-squirrels stepping on leaves 

  

2017 
 



4th GRADE UPDATE 

 

READING, WRITING & MATH! OH MY! 

By: Jack, Josh, and Levi 

 

In reading, we are learning about characters. We just finished the Tiger Rising. We 

met our goal of reading 250 minutes, so Mrs. Minnich brought us dilly bars to 

celebrate. We are trying to get to 500 minutes now. 

 

In writing, we are working on fiction writing. Some students are doing their stories 

about Minecraft, candy world, and green snow in the winter.  

 

In math, we are working on place value, tape diagrams and rounding numbers. We 

just finished Module 1 and had the test last week. We are excited to start the next 

module!  

 

We did a survey of our class and found out that 7 students like math class the best, 

5 like writing the best, and 4 like reading the best. 

 

 
 

SOCIAL STUDIES UPDATE 

By: Addison, Nate, Tyler, and Aiden 

 

During social studies, we read different newspapers that tell us about 

Wisconsin. We have learned about the five regions of Wisconsin, the geography of 

Wisconsin, the different climates that Wisconsin has and more. We have also 

learned a couple fun facts. The deepest lake in Wisconsin is Green Lake. There are 

ten main kinds of trees in Wisconsin. One is the oak tree. Our lumber mills 

produce more than any other mills. The rings inside a tree trunk tell us how old the 

tree is. 

 



2nd grade buddies 

By: Kalyn, Sean, and Joseph 

 

Our class is buddies with Mrs. Holcomb's second grade this year! We meet 

every Friday morning. We have done lots of different activities with our buddies so 

far. We have made window leaves with paper. We have also made scarecrows and 

did an autumn scavenger hunt outside. A couple weeks ago, we made posters about 

things us and our buddies have in common. We also made Downsville pom-poms 

out of blue and orange paper for the Homecoming parade. We love buddy time! 

 

 

Our Specials 

By: Nolen, Connor, and Kenny 

 

    We have three specials that we rotate through every week. We have gym, art, 

and music. Mr. Stanchik is our new teacher for gym this year. In gym right now, 

we are doing the pacer test. In art, we are making watercolor masks. In music, we 

are practicing for our Veteran’s Day program. We are also waiting to get our 

recorders that we ordered.  
 

 

Junior Achievement 

By: Reagan, Taylor, and Cecilia 

 

In Junior Achievement, we have three students from Stout University come 

in and teach us about J.A. Their names are Mrs. Merritt, Ms.Enderby, and 

Ms.Navis. So far we have learned about entrepreneurs. We found out that Mrs. 

Merritt’s sister is an entrepreneur because she started her own business online and 

is now a bigger business with more people. One day we played a four corners 

game, and we learned about entrepreneurs that created sports, entertainment, 

technology, and food businesses. We have a total of five weeks of Junior 

Achievement. We are looking forward to our next J.A. meeting!  

 

 



  



Come One 
Come All! 

Downsville Elementary 
School  

Fall Festival 
  Friday, November 3rd 

 5:30-8:00pm  

 

Carnival Games    Bring family and friends! 
 

$1.00 Raffle Tickets 
Theme Baskets! 

  $1.00 admission fee!             
    Music! 
 
Come hungry!  Great FOOD!   
 

Silly String the principal-$6 
 

**SPONSORED BY DOWNSVILLE STUDENT COUNCIL** 

 
 



 

 

 

Downsville Elementary Fall Festival… 
Classroom Theme Baskets 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

 

Downsville Elementary Fall Festival planning has begun, and this is our third year of doing 

classroom theme baskets for raffling as a way to support our school!!!  

 

You can purchase tickets at the ticket table to win one of the grade level baskets.   

 

Each classroom will have a “theme” for its basket and children are encouraged to bring 

something to put in their classroom basket. 

 

These are the themes for each classroom: 

 

K-Chef’s Basket 

1-Toy Bin 

2-Everything Basket 

3-Fishing Basket 

4-Movie Night 

5- Animal Basket 

The Fall Festival is on Friday, November 3 from 5:30-8pm, so keep your eyes open for 

some exciting items to support the class basket. You may bring them in anytime on or  

before Tuesday, October 31st.  

 

Thank you for your generosity and support.     

 

 


